
Ongoing Public Health Reminders for Mass: 
For the time being, as we gather in small numbers for Mass, the ‘usual’ social-distancing, the hand sanitising, and respiratory etiquette 
norms - including facemasks - will continue until we’re advised otherwise. 

Participating in the Eucharist 
Please observe all the kind invitations of our excellent parish stewards regarding seating, spacing, and capacity: 
In particular please note: 
• Use sanitiser entering Church. 
• Wear facemask (apart from when doing reading or prayers and when receiving Holy Communion) 
• Keep 2 metre distancing, except for from your own family, household, or ‘bubbles’. 
• Holy Communion procession in single file, with at least 2 metre space between each person. 
• No community singing for the time being. 
• Enter through main door and exit through secondary door where possible - unless you’ve mobility difficulties. 

May the Lord bless us all, and all our loved ones, 

- Conor 

Notes from 
the Parish Priest’s Desk… 
a cháirde, 

The Word of God this Sunday, the Twenty-
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, calls us to have a 
good deep look at ourselves to see are we people 
of integrity, or is there a ‘dis-integration’ in us 
whereby we pretend to be one person on the 
outside, whereas inside ourselves we are actually 
someone else? 
 The first reading from the Old Testament 
book of Deuteronomy makes reference to the 
various rules and rituals of the old law.  These were 
meant to be a sign of a people who were generously 
willing to allow God to rule over every aspect of 
their lives.  Yet, over time, human nature being fallen 
and prone to sin, they became empty of spiritual 
meaning and gradually became merely hollow 
gestures.  
 In the Gospel of Mark today we hear of the 
effects of this kind of surface pseudo-religion.  Good 
people, with real religious leanings and sympathies, 
could stand before the incarnate God and be totally 
blind to him while preoccupying and stressing 
themselves with the mere externals of religion.   
 Jesus gives strong teaching against such 
distracted, derailed, blind, compassionless religion.  
He calls us to follow him with a heart full of love 
rather than by any silly game of join the dots or by 
ticking off rules.  Sharing God’s life cannot be earned.  
It must be accepted as a loving gift and then carried 
onward by us into the lives of others. 
 The second reading from the letter of Saint 
James calls us to open our hearts and souls to 
graces from heaven.  The proof that our religion is 
on the right track is when we are compassionate 
with those who are in need. 
 There is plenty in God’s word this weekend 
to meditate on and to challenge ourselves with in 
the week ahead. 

Our Parish Website is currently being redesigned 
and will be relaunched in the coming days.  Among 
the many improvements will be new features to 
make it much easier to use your own handheld 
devices to follow the scriptures at Mass, and to 
access the parish newsletter.   
 The website will have a new domain name to 
better reflect and include the four Churches of our 
parish.  For better GDPR compliance we will also 
adopt the diocesan email service, so please note the 
new email addresses for the Parish Clerk and for the 
Parish Priest: 

Parish Clerk: 
lisdoonoffice@parishes.galwaydiocese.ie 

Parish Priest: 
lisdoonpp@parishes.galwaydiocese.ie  
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Mass Times 
Sunday Masses:
Toovahera Church
Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00pm
of first Sunday of every month. 
(Currently Suspended)
Kilshanny Church - 50 max
Saturday Vigil Mass 7.00pm
Doolin Church - 50 max
Sunday 10.00am
Lisdoonvarna Church - 100 max
Sunday 11.30am
Weekday Masses: 
Lisdoonvarna Church - 100 max
Mondays 7.00pm
Tuesdays 10.00am
Thursdays 7.00pm
Fridays 10.00am

Eucharistic Adoration:
Lisdoonvarna
Wednesdays 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Kilshanny
Fridays 7.00pm to 8.00pm

The Sacrament of Confession at 
the moment is available outdoors on 
request.

Child Safeguarding: Our parish 
implements the Diocesan Child 
Safeguarding Policy.  A summary is on the 
Church noticeboards, and a full copy is 
available online at www.galwaydiocese.ie/child-
protection

Sincere thanks to all 
parishioners who are faithfully 
continuing to support our parish during 
this challenging time by using their 
registered parishioner envelopes or 
online bank transfers.  A once-off or 
recurring donation is very easy to set up 
on your banking app.  All you need is our 
parish IBAN code:  IE40 BOFI 9042 
2930 1848 83.  Kindly email the parish 
office for a receipt, and a note of our 
appreciation.
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+ 
IN LOVING MEMORY 

Kilshanny 
Saturday 28th 7.00pm 

John Jo and Mary McKeen (A) 
Biddy McGann and O’Loughlin 

family, Smithstown (A) 

Doolin 
Sunday 29th 10.00am 

Paddy and Marie Guerin (A) 
Agnes Kelly Phillips, Cronogort (A) 

Lisdoonvarna 
Sunday 29th 11.30am 

Kitty, Denny and Marie Moloney, 
Carnane (A) 

Sunday 5th 11.30am 
Thomas, Margaret, Patrick, 
Tom and Anthony Scullane, 

Ballinalacken and Lisdoonvarna (A) 
Babs Hogan (A) 

Mary Shannon (RIP) 
Teresa Foran (RIP) 

Frances Hogan (RIP) 
Miko Hogan (RIP) 

Michael Healy, Ballyhenna (A) 
Patrick and Mary Sammon, 

Knockaskeheen (A) 
Margaret Sammon (A) 

Please advise the celebrant in the 
sacristy before Mass if there are 

any errors or omissions 
in our memorial list.

Sunday Mass and 
Weekday Masses 

on TV and Online this week 

Sunday Mass on RTE TV today is 
broadcast on RTE ONE at 11.00am.  
Daily Masses are broadcast on RTE 
NEWS channel on weekdays at 10.30am. 

Our diocesan Cathedral in Galway 
shares Mass online on Sundays: 8.30am 
(Gaeilge), 10.30am, 12.30pm and 6.00pm; 
and on weekdays at 11.00am and 6.00pm 
at www.galwaycathedral.ie/webcam 

Spiritual and Artistic Notes on ‘The Gift’ 
A new work of art in mosaic at Lisdoonvarna Church in honour of Corpus Christi 

A new mosaic was commissioned to occupy a unique space in the exterior of the bell tower at 
Lisdoonvarna Church, a space that seems to have been originally intended to frame an eventual 
work of sacred art. 

When Lisdoonvarna Church was completed and opened in 1868 it was dedicated to Corpus Christi, 
the Body of Christ.  It was therefore decided that the new mosaic would reflect and celebrate the 
many theological and spiritual depths of that mystery of Christ’s Body. 

Prayer, contemplation, and spiritual conversation resulted in a new work which the artist has 
entitled ‘The Gift’ and which has been executed in coloured glass from Murano, an island just outside 
of Venice, which has been famous for centuries for the skill of crafting an artisanal hand-cut product 
used to create undulating hand-made tesserae for the art of writing sacred icons in mosaic. 

The first contemplation of Corpus Christi is the dead Body of Christ upon the cross of Calvary, having 
given himself up without reserve out of infinite love for each one of us.  His perfect gift of his very 
self, in self-emptying love, offers to all the gift of salvation from sin, and from its consequence which 
is death.  The crown of thorns and the drops of blood remind us of his passionate love for us and of 
his deep sacrifice. 

The shape and structure of the face of Jesus after his death on the cross in this new mosaic is 
inspired by another artistic treasure of our parish, the ancient stone crucifix of our Church in 
Toovahera.  With his eyes closed, and his saving self-sacrifice complete, his sadness and suffering is 
transformed into an expression of utter serenity.  The mosaic takes up this message of our ancient 
stone crucifix, and, by bringing flesh-tones and colour into the holy face, and surrounding it with gold 
representing divinity and the glory of heaven, invites us to contemplate that resurrection is already 
close - even, and especially, at the very costly moment of total self-giving out of love. 

The second contemplation of Corpus Christi is the Body of Christ in the gift and mystery of the Holy 
Eucharist.  The halo of gold encircling Jesus signifies his divinity.  Its shape also reminds us of the 
sacred host at Holy Mass, and invites us to actively participate in the Eucharist each Sunday. 

The third contemplation of Corpus Christi is the Body of Christ, the Church, the community of all the 
baptised.  All of us, as the community of the baptised, are represented by the red edging of the circle 
of gold.  In sacred art the colour red signifies humanity because of the blood that flows in our 
bodies.  We are invited to contemplate our vocation to use our time, gifts, talents, and opportunities 
to incarnate and enflesh Christ in our world, and to be his body working to advance God’s reign of 
love, justice, and peace. 

The self-sacrifice of Jesus on the cross opens up the way for him to send us his Holy Spirit.  The gifts 
of the Holy Spirit are represented by the seven tongues of red flame, suggested to us also, by their 
arrangement, as fruits from the tree of Calvary. 

The colour blue in sacred art reminds us of the sky and represents the hope and life of heaven.  The 
mosaic reminds us that the light of heaven surrounds us always; however there are seven points in 
this composition where the blue of heaven directly touches the red of humanity.  This invites us to 
contemplate the seven sacraments as special moments of gift and grace where the presence and 
power of the Risen Christ touches us in a special and transformative encounter. 

Conor Cunningham (PP) and Leigh O’Connell (Artist) 

mailto:lisdoonoffice@parishes.galwaydiocese.ie
mailto:lisdoonpp@parishes.galwaydiocese.ie
mailto:lisdoonpp@parishes.galwaydiocese.ie
http://www.galwaydiocese.ie/child-protection
http://www.galwaydiocese.ie/child-protection
http://www.galwaycathedral.ie/webcam
http://www.lisdoon.ie
http://www.facebook.com/lisdoon

	the Parish of
	Lisdoonvarna and Kilshanny
	Serving the Churches  of
	Corpus christi; Lisdoonvarna        St. Augustine; Kilshanny
	Holy Rosary; doolin         our lady of Lourdes; toovahera

